Axe 4 - 3 Credits 


COMS 804 (CONCORDIA) 
COM 9004 (UQAM) 
COM 7013 (U. DE M 


ional Communicati nd Devel ent 


Communication Internationale et Developpement 
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This course contextualizes theoretical, historical, sociocultural, economic, 
technological, policy, and political issues informing different approaches to the study of 
international communication and development. Through a critical analysis of 
epistemological presuppositions and foundations, main analytic categories, and 
privileged problematics, the seminar will focus on discourses (interpersonal and 
mediated) and technologies of power within and among a variety of ‘developing areas’ 
(First, Second, Third and Fourth World/First Peoples’ geo-political regions). After 
evaluating the presuppositions, problematics, roles and impacts of media technologies 
and policies in relation to specific (inter)national case studies, the seminar will turn to 
the challenges of identifying and constructing promising approaches toward new 
paradigms of communication/development which take into account the ongoing geo- 
political shifts and information flows currently underway. 


Specific themes/issues covered will include: dominant and passing paradigms of mass 
media in relation to international communications and development; traditional, artistic, 
and others types of communication channels and networks; social and cultural functions 
of mass, local, and traditional media; mobilization and stabilization of developing 
societies; internal colonialism; modernization; the literacy movement (Freire’s 
impact); liberation; cultural imperialism; cross-cultural audience research; freedom 
and restrictions of the press; “pack” journalism; development journalism; 
participatory development; women and development; recent debates on free and balanced 
flow of information; the (post)MacBride movement; the Right to Communicate debates; 
current roles of the UN in media development; the role of the non-governmental 


organization (NGO) in development networking; sustainable development; globalization; 
information highway issues; telediplomacy; the international impact of worldwide 
broadcasting capabilities; the local response to the global; the development theory 
impasse; new social movements and audio-visual (re)configurations; current 
technological bypasses; emergent theories of development; and neo-colonial 
contributions to the corpus. 


Assignments and _ Evaluation Criteria: 


Students will be asked to complete two assignments throughout the 
term. 


1. An oral/written critique of a set of thematic readings, reflecting 
a major issue within the international communications/development 
corpus. Conceptual and applied dimensions to this analysis are 
required. (A three-page written version to be given to other students 
will be expected.) Class presentations of 30 minutes each will begin 
in mid-October. Be prepared to facilitate the discussion after your 
presentation. Date of presentation flexible. 25% 
2. A 20-page (maximum - double-spaced, typed), cogent analysis 
related to a theoretical/ methodological issue and applied to an 
existing problem site in the world. This essay should establish the 
issues/arguments' related to the development/international 
communications literature of your choice, clarify the underlying 
premises and implications, and discuss the topic in critical 
perspective. 


Use the following categories as part of your organizational plan: 
problematic; methodology; review of pertinent literature; analysis 
of the specificities of the case; conclusion. Include footnotes and 
bibliography. 


(20% of final grade for oral _ presentation in class. Criteria: Clarity 
of argument presentation; presentation of evidence; amount of 
research undertaken). 20% 


Written paper: 40% of final grade. Criteria: Organization of paper; 
coherence of argument; scholarly research undertaken; originality of 
essay). 40% 


DUE DATES - Assignment No. 2: 

1-2 page proposal, including bibliography - October 29. 

Final Written paper: December 3. 

Participation (15%): 

In addition to the assignments, students are required to be prepared 
to actively participate in class discussions of the readings. You are 
expected to arrive in class on time, so that we can benefit from full 
and interesting discussions. 15% 
Evaluation Criteria: 

Assignment #1: 25% 

Assignment #2: 20% 

Assignment #3: 40% 


Class Participation: 15% 


Readings: (e Required; * Recommended) 


Textbooks are available at Paragraphe Bookstore, 2066 Mansfield St. 
(corner Sherbrooke). Their phone number is 845-5811 for inquiries. 


The following texts have been ordered. You are not expected to 
purchase all of them (you might want to share some, because of the 
price), but you will be expected to read large portions and, in some 
cases, all of a particular text. 


* Chambers, Robert. 1983. Rural Development: Putting the 
Last First. New York: Longman Scientific & Technical. 


* Ekins, Paul. A New World Order: Grassroots Movements 
for Global Change. London: Routledge, 1992. 


* Escobar, Arturo. Encountering Development: The Making 
and Unmaking of the Third World. Princeton University 


Press, 1995. 


* Goulet, Denis. Development Ethics: A Guide to Theory and 
Practice. London: Zed Books, 1995. 


* Mchmet, Oczay. Westernizing the Third World: The 
Eurocentricity of Economic Development Theories. New 
York: Routledge, 1995. 


*  Mihevc, Hohn. The Market Tells Them So: The World Bank 
and Economic Fundamentalism in Africa. London: Zed 
Books, 1995. 


* Tomlinson, John. 1991. Cultural Imperialism: A Critical 
Introduction. Baltimore: The John Hopkins University Press. 


* Schuurman, Frans J. Beyond the Impasse: New Directions 
in Development Theory. London: Zed Books, 1993. 


re: Required Reading of Articles, Selected Book Chapters, 


etc. 
Copies of essential readings are located in the Learning Centre on 


the third floor of the Bryan building. It is open between 
9 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. daily, except on weekends. 


Class Themes - Schedule and Required Readings: 
September 10. Introductions to each other. Introduction to course 


parameters (Keywords and Issues related to Development). 


¢ Framing of the Historical and Colonial context of Development 
and the Discourses about development. 


Readings for next Class, September 17. 


Sachs, Wolfgang, ed. 1992. The Development _ Dictionary. 
“Development” by Gustavo Esteva, p. 6 - 25. 


Memmi, Albert. 1965. The Colonizer_ and the Colonized. Boston: 
Beacon. Excerpts: Preface; Conclusion; Afterward or selections 


from La_dépendance: Esquisse pour un portrait de dépendant. 
France: Gallimard, 1979. 


Frantz Fanon. Peau noire masques blanc Ch. 1. Le Noir et le langage. 


September 17 Sample Voices of the “Literary” Colonized: 
Memmi, Fanon, and Esteva 


Readings for next class, September 24. 


Early Paradigms: Modernization. 


From: Pye, Lucien, ed. 1963. Communication and Political 
Development. Princeton: Princeton University Press: 


e Pye, “Models of Traditional, Transitional and Modern 
Communication Systems” 

¢ Schramm, “Communication Development and the Development 
Process” 

e Lerner, “Towards a Communication Theory of Modernization”. 


Rogers, Everett, ed. 1976. Communication Research, Vol. 3, No. 2, 
April. 
¢ Rogers, “Communication and Development: The Passing of the 
Traditional Paradigm.” 

September 24. Modernization Paradigms / Revisited. 

Readings for October 1. 

Underdevelopment and Dependency 

Blomstrom, Magnus and Bjorn Hettne. 1984. Development Theory in 
Transition. London: Zed Books. Chapter 2. “Background to the 
Dependency Approach,” pp. 27 - 56. 


Perez Jr., Louis A. 1975. “Underdevelopment and Dependency: The 
Colonial Construct of Tourism”, A. Mattelart and S. Siegelaub 


(eds.) Communication and Class Struggle, Vol. 1, New York: 


International General, pp. 339 - 345. 


Mattelart, Armand. 1977. “The Geopolitics of Paper,” Mattelart & 


Siegelaub. Communication and Class Struggle, Vol. 1, pp. 305 - 
308. 


Recommended Reading: 


Elliott, Philip and Peter Golding. “Mass Communication and Social 
Change: the Imagery of Development and the Development of 
Imagery.” 


October 1. 


Theme: (Under)Dependency Paradigms 


Readings for October 8. 


Beltran, Luis. 1980. “Farewell to Aristotle: Horizontal 


Communication,” Paper prepared for the International 
Commission for the Study of Communication Problems. 


Brown, Cynthia. 1974. “Literacy in 30 Hours: Paulo Freire’s 
Process in Northeast Brazil,” Social Policy, July-August. 


Katz, Elihu. 1979. “Cultural Continuity and Change: The Role of the 
Media,” K. Nordenstreng and H. Schiller (eds.) National 
Sovereignty and International Communication. Norwood, Nu: 
Ablex. 


October 8. 


Communication and Culture Building in Neo-colonial 
Sites 


Readings for October 15. 
Suggested readings of students in seminar. 


Recommended _ Browsing: 

Laing, Dave. “The Music Industry and the ‘Cultural Imperialism’ 
Thesis,” Media, Culture and Society (SAGE, London), Vol. 8 
(1986), 331-41. 

Ariel Dorfman and Armand Mattelart. How to Read Donald Duck. 


Class of October 15. 


Student suggested readings - based on individual class 
interests. 


Reading Week: 21 au 25 octobre, 1996. 


Reading for October 29. Tomlinson, John. 1991. Cultural 
Imperialism: A Critical Introduction. Baltimore: The John 
Hopkins University Press. 


October 29. Discourses of Cultural Imperialism. 


Readings for November 5. 


Chambers, Robert. 1983. Rural Development: Putting the Last First. 
New York: Longman, Scientific and Technical. Chapters 1 and 2, 
pp. 1 - 46. 


Said, Edward. 1979. Orientalism. New York: Vintage. Introduction, 
pp. 3 - 28. 


Recommended Readings: 


Shinar, Dov, Johannus Olsthoorn and Cicely Yalden. “Dis-membering 
and Re-membering: An Improved Conceptual Framework for the 
Analysis of Communications in Socio-Cultural Change.” 
Concordia University: Department of Communication Studies, n.d. 


November 5. Guest Speaker. Ruth Teer-Tomaselli (a 
cultural studies and broadcasting policy scholar; on the 
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board of South African Broadcasting Corp., involved in 
its post-apartheid transformation. Place to be 
announced. 


Readings for November 12. 


Schuurman, Frans J. Beyond the Impasse: New Directions in 
Development Theory. Chapter 1. Introduction: Development 


Theory in the 1990s, pp. 1 - 48. 


McClintock, Anne. “The Angel of Progress: Pitfalls of the Term 
“Post-Colonial,” Social Text 31/32, pp. 84 - 98. 


John Mihevc. The Market Tells Them So: The World Bank and 
Economic Fundamentalism in Africa. Ch. 1. “The Fundamentalist 
Theology of the World Bank,” p. 21 - 41. 


Recommended _ Readings: 


Beemans, Pierre. 1987. “CIDA and Women in Development,” in 
Desbarats, Peter and Robert Henderson (eds.). Encounter ‘87: 


Media, Democracy and Development. London: The University of 
Western Ontario: 105 - 110. 


Huq, Shireen Pervin. 1987. “Development and Social Economic 
Equity,” in Desbarats, Peter and Robert Henderson (eds.). 


Encounter ‘87: Media, Democracy and Development. London: The 
University of Western Ontario: 111 - 115. 


Roth, Lorna and Gail Valaskakis. 1989. “Aboriginal Broadcasting in 
Canada: A Case Study in Democratization” Raboy, Marc and Peter 


A. Bruck (eds.). Communication For and Against Democracy. 


Montreal: Black Rose Books. 


November 12. Rethinking Development. New Research/ 
Methodological Issues 


Video: Who’s Counting? Marilyn Waring on Sex, Lies and 
Global Economics 


Readings for Nov. 19. 


Ernest Gellner. Nations and Nationalism. Ch 1. Definitions, pp. 1 - 
7; Ch. 5. What is a Nation? pp. 53 - 62. 


Clifford Geertz. 1973. The Interpretation of Cultures. New York: 
Basic Books. Chapter 9. After the Revolution: the Fate of 
Nationalism in the New States. pp. 234 - 254. 


Rahim, Syed A. 1984. “International Communications Agencies: An 
Overview,” in Gerbner, George and Marsha Siefort. World 
Communications Handbook. New York: Longman, p. 391 - 399. 


Petersen, Vibeke G., Mario Hirsch and Denis McQuail. “The 
transnational context,” in McQuail, Denis and Karen Siune (eds.). 
New Media Politics: Comparative Perspectives in Western 
Europe. London: Sage Communications in Society Series, 1986, 
pp. 27 - 43. 


Recommended Reading: 


Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the 
Origin and Spread of Nationalism. New York: Verso, 1990, p. 11 - 
49; 129 - 140. 


Class of November 19: (Trans)Nationalism Issues and 
Reflections. 


Video: Michael Ignatieff. Blood and Belonging: 
Journeys into the New Nationalism. 
One of the five in the series - based on class decision. 


Readings for November 26: 


Masmoudi, Mustapha. 1979. “The New World Information Order,” 
Journal of Communication. Vol. 29, No. 2, Spring. 


Giffard, C. Anthony. Unesco and the Media. New York: Longman, 
excerpts. 
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Colleen Roach. “The Movement for a New World Information and 
Communication Order: a second wave?” Media, Culture and 
Society (SAGE, London), Vol. 12 (1990),283 - 307. 


Charfi, Saloua; David, Charles; Houénontin, Clement. 3 short 
Articles in Chapter called L’Internationalisation et la 
fragmentation des réseaux d’information. in Rencontres 91 
Encounter. Les medias et la libéralisation politique et 


économique des nations. Media and Development in the Post 
(Cold) War Era. London: The Graduate School of Journalism - The 


University of Western Ontario and Dept. d'information et de 
communication Université Laval. 1991, pp. 34 - 43. 


Recommended Reading: 


McBride, Sean. 1980. Many Voices, One World. Paris: UNESCO. 
Selected excerpts. 


Hamelink, Cees J. 1983. “National Information Policies: A Plea for 


Dissociation,” pp. 87 - 124. Cultural Autonomy in Global 


Communications. New York: Longman. 


Class of November 26. 


The New World Information and Communications Order. 


Readings for December 3. 


Schiller, Herbert. 1989. Culture Inc.: The Corporate Takeover of 
Public Expression. New York: Oxford University Press. 


Introduction: pp. 3 - 10. 
Chapter 7 - “Thinking About Media Power: How Holds It? A 
Changing View,” pp. 135 - 156. 


Schiller, Herbert. “The Global Commercialization of Culture,” in 
Directions. Manjunath Pendakur et al (eds.). Northwestern 
University: Newsletter, Program on Communication and 
Development Studies. 


ae 


Ostergaard, Lise. Gender and Development: A Practical Guide. 
London: Routledge Press, 1992, Chapter 1. Gender; Ch. 2. 
Statistics (Alison Evans); Ch 9. Practical Guidelines (Cecilia 
Anderson), pp. 1 - 40; pp. 165 - 197. 


Keith Spicer. “Propaganda for Peace,” The New York Times. 10 
December, 1994. 


Lull, James. “The Family and Television in World Cultures,” in Lull, 
James, ed. World Families Watch Television. London: Sage 
Publications, 1988, pp. 9 - 21. 

Class of December 3. 

Cultural Domination and Gender/Development Issues 


FINAL PAPERS DUE. 


Readings for December 10. 


Smith, Anthony D. 1990. “Towards a Global Culture” in 
Featherstone, Mike, (ed.). Global Culture: Nationalism 
Globalization and Modernity. London: Sage Publications. pp. 171 
- 191. 


Arturo Escobar. Encountering Development: The Making and 
Unmaking of the Third World. Ch. 6. Conclusion: Imagining a 
Postdevelopment Era, p. 212 - 226. 


Appadurai, Arjun. “Disjuncture and Difference in the Global Cultural 
Economy,” in Featherstone, Mike, (ed.). Global Culture: 


Nationalism, Globalization and Modernity. London: Sage 
Publications. pp. 295 - 310. 


Yoshikazu Sakamoto. “Democratization, Social Movements and World 


Order,” in Hettne, Bjorn (ed.). International Political Economy: 
Understanding Global Disorder. London: Zed Books, p. 129 - 143. 


December 12. The Global and the Local - New Paradigms 
and Projections in Development Communications. 
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Please Note. Additional readings based on_ students’ 
interests will be welcomed. 


Case materials will also be added to the corpus of reading 
for this course based on students’ interests. 


